SEMESTER 1

MA-101 SOCIOLOGY: AN INTRODUCTION

M.A.Semester | syllabus

Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20
Ouiz : 20

Total Marks=100
Unit 1 Sociology as a Discipline: Emergence, Nature and Scope of Sociology

Unit 2 .Basic Concepts in Sociology: Society, Culture, Social Groups, Norms,
Value, Role, Status, Community Association, Institution, Organization..Culture
and Society: Culture, civilization, cultural traits, cultural complex, Relationship
between culture and society

Unit 2 Socialization: Concept, Importance, Stages and Agencies , Social
Stratification: Meaning, Characteristics, Theories and Bases of Stratification--
Caste, Class, Race, Ethnicity, Gender

Unit 3 Social Change: Meaning, Processes of change, Theories, Modernization,
Development and Globalization.Social Control: Types of Social control,
Agencies of Social control: Socialization, Customs, Laws and Education,
Importance of Social Control

Unit 4 .Social Mobility: Concept and Types, .Family, Marriage, Kinship:
Meaning, Characteristics, Importance of each as Social Institutions, Changing
Trends

Unit 5 . Religion: Meaning, Religion as a Social Institution, Its Importance and
Role in Society, Polity and Economy: Concept, Polity and Economy as Social
Institutions, their Role in Society, Deviance: Meaning, types and causes and
Implications for Society, Social Processes: Cooperation, Competition, Conflict
and Accommodation.

References

1.C.N. Shankar Rao Sociology, Chand Publication, New



Delhi Fulcher James & John Scott. Sociology,
Third Ed. OUP, 2007.

2.Haralambos &Heald. Sociology: Themes and Perspective,
London: Harper Collins, 2006. Henslin, Jim. Sociology: A Down to
Earth Approach. USA: Pearson, 2009.

3.Macionis, John.Sociology, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.199

4.A. Giddens Sociology, Polity Press

5.Bottomore Sociology

6.Alex Inkeles What is Sociology?

7.Alex Theo Sociology

8.Bauman, Zygmunt. Thinking Sociologically, London: Blackwell, 1990.

9.Berger, Peter. An Invitation to Sociology - A Humanist
Perspective, Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1966.



MA-102 SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES AND THEORIES

M.A.Semester | syllabus

Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20
Ouiz : 20

Total Marks=100

Unit 1 Emergence of Sociology-I: Influence of Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution,
Emergence of Sociology- Il: Ancient and Medieval Social Philosophy, Social Forces in the
Development of Sociological Theory, Montesquieu, Rousseau, Bonald and Maistre, Saint-
Simon, Auguste Comte Functionalism: Structural Functionalism: An Overview, Talcott
Parsons’ Systematic view of Society, R.K.Merton’s Systematic View of Society, Major
Criticism of Structural Functionalism, Neofunctionalism.

Unit 2 Structuralism: Structuralism as Methaphysical Assumption, Structuralism as a
Method, A.R. RadcliffeBrown’s Approach to Structuralism, Claude Levi Strauss’ Approach
to Structuralism, A critique of Structuralism, Structuration and Post-Structuralism

Unit 3 Conflict Perspective: Georg Simmel’s Conflict Perspective, Conflict Functionalism of
Lewis Coser, Dialectic Sociology of Ralf Dharendorf, Analytic Conflict Theory of Randall
Collins. Symbolic Interactionism and Ethnomethodology: Elements of Symbolic
Interactionism, Basic Principles of Symbolic Interactionism, Mead’s Approach to Symbolic
Interactionism, Blumer’s Approach to Symbolic Interactionism, Criticism of Symbolic
Interactionism, Garfinkel’s Approach to Ethnomethodology

Unit 4 Phenomenology: Edmund Husserl and Alfred Schutz, Emile Durkheim and
Sociological Theories: Emile Durkheim: Early Life, Sociology as Science, the Division of
Labour and Forms of Solidarity, the Study of Suicide, Theory of Religion, Systems of
Classification.



Unit 5 Max Weber’s Contribution to Sociological Theories: Max Weber: Early Life, Social
Action, Traditionalism and Rationality, Theory of Authority, Theory of Power, Theory of
Religion. Karl Marx’s Contribution to Sociological Theory: Karl Marx: A Biographical
Sketch, Dialectal Materialism, Alienation and Capitalism, Capitalism and Freedom,
Commodity Production . Frankfurt School: Theodor Adorno, Max Horkheimer, Jurgen
Habermas. Antonio Gramsci: Theories of State, Party, Movement, Intellectuals.
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9. Indian society and perspectives Indological — Gurye, Structural-

Functional -
Dumont, M. N. Srinivas, SC Dube,
Dialectical —
D.P. Mukherji, A.R. Desali,
Subaltern — Phule, Dr. Babasaheb
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MA-103 SOCIOLOGY OF INDIA
M.A.Semester | syllabus
Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20

Quiz : 20
Total Marks=100

Unit 1 Development of Sociology of India: Different phases in the development of sociology
in India, contribution of pioneering scholars. . Indological Approach to the study of Indian
society: S.C. Ghurye, Dumont Functional Approach to the study of Indian society: M.N.
Srinivas, S.C. Dube Marxist Approach to the study of Indian society:



D.P.Mukherjee,R.K.Mukherjee and A.R. Desai — . Subaltern Approach to the study of Indian
society: Ranjit Guha, B.R. Ambedkar and David Hardiman.

Unit 11 The Caste System in India: Meaning of Caste, Nature of Caste System,Origin of caste
system, Meaning of Varna, Varna and Jati- Meaning of Dominant Caste, Mobility in the
Caste system, Jajmani System, Constitutional Provisions Class System in India: Concept,
Factors, Classification, Caste and Class, Agrarian and Non Agrarian classes, Emergence of
Middle Class . Tribe: Characteristics of Tribe, Tribe-Caste Interaction, Regional Variations in
Tribe- Caste Interaction, Constitutional Provisions. . Problems of tribal society in India:
Causes and Remedial measures of Land alienation, Displacement, and Health and Nutrition.

Unit 111 Major Religions in India: Classifications of religions, Basic tenets of Hinduism,
Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Islam, Christianity and Zoroastrianism — Religious Pluralism
.Family, Marriage and Kinship: Family, Marriage and Kinship: Forms and regional variations

Unit IV Economy And Education In India: Traditional Educational system in India,
Emergence of Formal Education in India, Education in Pre-Independent India, Growth of
Education in the Post- Independence Period, National Policies of Education, Present
Occupational Structure, Features of Urban Economy, Features of Tribal Economy Social
Movements in India: Social Movements, Social Reform Movements, Religious movements,
Backward Class and Dalit movements, Agrarian and Peasant movements

Unit V National Integration in India: Definition of National Integration — Significance of
National Integration for India — Measures suggested to achieve National integration. .
Communalism in India: Concept and definition, Incidences of communal violence and riots
in India, Theoretical Approaches, Causes for the rise of communalism, Preventing
communalism — Is Secularism the way out?
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MA-104 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

M.A.Semester | syllabus

Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20
Ouiz : 20




Total Marks=100

UNIT 1

1.Research: Meaning, types of Research and Ethics in Social Research: Meaning of Research,
objectives of research, types of research, meaning of social research, Ethics in social research

Unit 11 .Philosophical background and Socio-political Context of Formation of Methods in Sociology:
The age of reason, enlightenment thinkers, the rise of romantic conservatism, positivism Social
Reality and Commonsense: Nature and subject-matter of Sociology, views of Emile Durkheim and
Max Weber on Obijectivity, values and value neutrality, meaning and characteristics of common
sense, relation between Sociology and Commonsense

Unit Il . Methods in Social Research (I): Historical method, Comparative method, Case study
method, Content analysis. 5. Methods in Social Research (11): Survey method, Experimental method.
6. Inductive and Deductive method: Meaning of inductive and deductive method, difference between
inductive and deductive method, meaning, significance and kind of hypothesis

Unit 1V. Research Design Meaning of research design, types of research design 8. Technigue of data
collection: Questionnaire, Interview, Interview, Observation, Sampling , Theory building:
Methodology and Method, Paradigm, fact and theory, constructing a theory, relation between theory
and fact.

Unit V. Classification, Tabulation and Graphical Presentation of Data: Meaning, Types, Uses and
Application, Graphical presentation of data  Scaling technique in Sociological Research:
Understanding scaling as technique, Attitude scale, Scales to analyze social distance. . Measures of
Central Tendency: Meaning and Concept, Mean, Types of Mean, Median, Mode . Measures of
Variability: Meaning and Concept, Range, Average Deviation, Standard Deviation, Quartile
Deviation . Correlation: Meaning of correlation, Types of correlation, Correlation coefficient 15.
Regression: Meaning of Regression, Line of Regression equation, Correlation and Regression analysis
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MA-105 RURAL SOCIETIES IN INDIA

M.A.Semester | syllabus

Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20
Ouiz : 20

Total Marks=100

Unit | Rural society in India as agrarian and peasant social structure. Basic Characteristics of
peasant and agrarian society. Family, caste, religions, habitat and settlement.

Unit Il Debates of mode of production and agrarian relation — tenance lands and
labour Agarian ligislation and rural social structe. Rural poverty,emigration,landless
labour.

Unit 11l Planned change for rural society, panchayatiraj, local self govt. and community

development programmes and rural development strategies.

Unit IV Major agrarian movements in India — A critical analysis

Unit V Globalization and its impact on agriculture Water and agriculture, Irrigation
management Practices.
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SEMESTER I
MA-201 SOCIAL STRATIFICATION
M.A.Semester | syllabus

Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20
Ouiz : 20

Total Marks=100

Unit | The concept of stratification in sociology, Social mobility and stratification,
Hierarchy, Difference, Varna, Caste, Class, Power, and Ethnicity.

Unit 2 Social Stratification and Social Inequality, The Problem of Ethical
Neutrality,Difference, Equality, and Inequality, The Structuring of Inequalities: The
Significance of Ideas and Interests, Advocates (Parsons, Davis, K and Moore,) Arguments,
Criticisms, Marxist Perspectives on Stratification: Main Advocates (Marx, Tumin, Bendix, R
and Lipset,) Arguments, Criticisms.

Unit 3 Weberian Perspectives on Stratification: Main Advocates (Weber: Class, Status and
Power), Arguments, Criticisms, Feminist Perspective of Stratification: Main Advocates,
Arguments, Criticisms.

Unit 4 Caste System and Stratification:Caste System in India, Hierarchy and Inequality,
Caste and Class, Caste and Power,Caste and Discriminations, Occupation, Social
Stratification, and Class:

Classes as Non-antagonistic Strata, Classes as Antagonistic Groups, Social Mobility

and Class Structure, Race and Ethnicity: Natural Differences and Social Inequality, Identities,
Nationalities, and Social Inequality.

Unit 5 Gender and Stratification:Patriarchy and the Subordination of Women, The Family as
a Site of Inequality,Gender, Work, and Entitlements, The Community, the State and
Patriarchy Other Basis of Social Stratification: Tribe, Ethnicity, Race, Religion, Language
and Region

Contemporary debates in stratification: Deviance, disability and sexuality, inclusion and
exclusion in stratified societies.

References:

Abrahamson M.Ephrain Stratification and Mobility
Bergel Social Stratification
Betaille A Social inequality

Bottomore,T. B Classess in Modern Society



DeepankarGupta Social Stratification, Rawat
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MA-202 SOCIOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT

M.A.Semester |1 syllabus

Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20
Quiz : 20

Total Marks=100

Unit |

Introduction: Evolution of the concept of Development instead of Meaning of development over
time, historical location of the idea of development, Meaning of growth, difference between growth
and development.

Unit 1

Social Structure and Development: Meaning of social structure, meaning of culture, social structure
as inhibitor/facilitator of development. Perspectives on development-I: Liberal, Marxist, Socialist 4.
Perspectives on development-11: Ecological: Ecofeminism, Sustainable development 5. Paths of
Development: Capitalist, Socialist, Mixed Economy and Gandhian 6. Modernization theories:
Meaning of the term ‘modern’ and‘modernization’, Modernization and globalization Historical
context of the modernization theories.

Unit 111

Theories of underdevelopment: Liberal theory: Max Weber, Gunnar Myrdal, Dependency theory:
Centre-periphery (Gunder Frank), Uneven development (Samir Amin), World-system theory:
(Wallerstein). Politics of development: Knowledge and power in the development process, post-
development theories, critique of post development theories.



Unit IV

Civil Society and Alterative discourses of development: Meaning of civil society, emergence of the
idea of civil society, significance of Civil society, meaning of non- governmental organizations and its
significance in development process, meaning of Corporate social responsibility and Institutional
social responsibility and its significance in the development process.

Unit V

Contemporary concerns in development: Poverty, Social capital, gender and development.
Development and Displacement : Adverse effects of Development, Development leading to
displacement and marginalisation, especially of socially vulnerable groups Development and protest
movements in India: Hitoricizing the protest movements against development projects in India,
Protests against developmental projects due to loss of land, environmental destruction, loss of
livelihoodDevelopment discourse in North East India: Understanding Development discourse in north
east India, Establishment of north eastern council, DONER, Look/Act East policy, Public response
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MA-203 POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY

M.A.Semester Il syllabus

Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20
Quiz : 20

Total Marks=100

Unit 1 Meaning and Scope of Political Sociology: Meaning and Nature of Political Sociology -
Emergence of Political sociology — Scope of Political Sociology — The major problems or Concerns of
Political Sociology — Social context of Political power — Relevance of Political Sociology.
Relationship between political systems and other social systems:

Unit 2 Concept of Political system — Relationship between the Political system and other social
system 3.Basic Concepts: Pressure Groups — Interest Groups: characteristics and political
significance, power , Authority, Bureaucracy .Political Culture: Concept of Political Culture,
Definition of Political culture, Symbols and the political culture, Role and utility of political culture.



Unit 3 .Political Socialization: Meaning of Political socialization, Definition of political socialization,
Agents of political socialization. .Perspectives on State: Liberal, Pluralist, Marxist, Post-modern, New
Political Sociology.

Unit 4 Authority and Legitimacy: Definition of Authority, types of Authority, Characteristics of
Authority, Legitimacy and its meaning, sources and types. Antonio Gramsci: The idea of Hegemony,
State and Civil Society, Coercion and Consent. .Elite Theory: Meaning of Elite, Elite Theories,
Comparison between Elite theory and Pluralist Theory, Elitist perspective of democracy and decision
making. Social Movements: Definition of social movement, characteristics and types .State and
society in India: Politics of caste, religion, language and region.

Unit 5 Political parties: Definition of political parties, origin, characteristics and social composition of
political parties in India. Pressure Group and Interest Group: Pressure groups, Interest Groups and
Lobbying. .Political participation in India: Women’s participation in freedom struggle, women’s
participation in various movements, women’s participation in electoral politics in the post-
independence period.
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MA-204 RURAL AND URBAN SOCIOLOGY

M.A.Semester |1 syllabus

Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20
Ouiz : 20

Total Marks=100



Unit 1 Introduction:

Nature and Scope of Rural Sociology, Rural-Urban Differencess and Interaction, Rural
Society:

Little Community, Peasant Society, Folk-Urban Continuum, Indian Rural Social
Structure: Caste and Class in Rural Set Up, Inter Caste Relation with reference to Jajmani
System, Rural Family and Changing pattern. Rural Power Structure: Traditional Caste and
Village Panchayats, Panchayati Raj before and after 73" Constitutional Amendment,
Panchayati Raj and Empowerment of Women

Unit 111 Rural Economy:

Land Tenure System, Land Reforms, Green Revolution and Its Impact, Bonded and Migrant
Labourers, Major Changes in Rural Economy.Peasant Movements: Change and
Development, Role of State in Rural Transformation.Planned Change for ruralsociety:Five
Year Plans and its emphasis on rural development,Panchayati Raj Institutions and Local Self
Government, Special programmes for tribal areas.

Unit 111 Introduction to Urban Sociology:Origin & Scope of Unban Sociology, Rural
Urban Differences, Urban Sociology in India, Basic Concepts: Concept of Urban, Urban
Locality, Urbanism ,Urbanism as a way of life, Urbanisation, Definition, Process, Impact of
Urbanisation on family, religion and caste, Sub-urbanisation, over-urbanisation.

Unit IV Theories in Urban Sociology: Traditional theories: Wirth, Burger, Park
Contemporary Theories: Castells, David Harvey Growth of Cities: The City in Histories, Pre
Industrial & Industrial Cities, Definition, Causes for the Growth of Cities, Types of cities:
Metropolis, Megalopolis. Town Planning: Objectives, Principles, Necessity of Town
Planning of Growth of Towns, Forms of Town Planning, planning modern towns

Unit V Urban Issues and Problems: Issues and Problems of Urban Society in India:
Housing & Slums, Urban Transport, Pollution, Water supply, Human Trafficking, Domestic
Violence, Alcoholism and Drug abuse, Urban Governance and Collective Action: Role of
State and Planning Agencies, Civic Action, NGO & Social Movements. Urbanization in the
Context of N.E. India with special reference to Assam:Urbanisation in N.E, Factors, Issues
and Challenges.
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MA-105 METHODOLOGY OF SOCIAL RESEARCH AND USE
OF COMPUTER

M.A.Semester | syllabus

Lecture: 4 hrs/week End semester: 60
Exam duration: 3 hours Mid semester: 20
Quiz : 20

Total Marks=100

Unit |  Philosophical Roots of Social Research.
Issues in the theory of epistemology: forms and types of knowledge, validation of
knowledge
Philosophy of social science: Enlightenrnent, reason and science, Cartesian philosophy,
structure of scientific revolution (Kuhn)
Positivism and its critique: Contributions of Comet, Durkheim and Popper to positivism:
Critique of positivism: Fayeraband and Giddens.
Hermeneuties : inductive analysis, experiments in ethno-methodology, because of and in
order to motive in phenomenological sociology. Methodological Perspectives in
Sociological Theory

Unit Il Nature of Social Reality and Approaches to it:
Positivism Phenomenology, Ethnomethodology and Symbolic Interactionism
Interpretative understanding.
Logic of inquiry in social science research
Inductive and deductive
Theory building Scientific method in social research
Objectivity/value neutrality



Unit 111

Unit 1V

Unit V

Quantitative Methods and Survey Research

Assumptions of quantification and measurement

Survey techniques interview schedule

Measurement and Scaling,Reliability and Validity, Limitations of Survey
The use of computer for social analysis

Statistics in social research

Measures of central tendency: Mean, media, mode

Measures of Dispersion: Standard/Quartile Deviation

Correlational Analysis: Tests of significance and Covariance

Regression Analysis

Qualitative Research Techniques

Techniques and methods of qualitative research.

Case study method

Content analysis

Oral history, genealogy

Methodological dilemmas and issues in qualitative research
Encounters and experiences in field work

Qualitative data format and processing.

Validity and reliability and qualitative research

Methods and use of macro-statistics and secondary sources (Durkheim’s suicide, census,
NSS) Triangulation — Mixing qualitative and quantitative methodologies Social
Research, Action Research, Participatory Research Application of Computers in Social
Research (e.g.SPSS) Ethical issues in Social Research.
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